
ñDon't fear death, fear the un-lived lifeò  
                                       ˈ Natalie Babbitt 

 
ñWhy do you seek the living among the dead?ò 

                                      -Luke 24:5 
 

 I donôt get the zombie thing.  I wonôt watch the television series The Liv-
ing Dead, I tried to but it was too scary for me. I only lasted until the guy in the 
hospital woke up to the zombie apocalypse and was about to open the door out into 
the zombie world. That was enough for me.  Back when I was a kid I did watch 
The Night of the Living Dead and acted like I loved it and it didnôt scare me but it 
did.  Living dead people are not for me.  I am not much interested in dead people 
animated enough to shuffle around and be kind of alive but obviously very dead. 
 Besides giving me the creeps it reminds me too much of the way the real 
world is.  There is way too much death shuffling around on this earth.  We choose 
so many ways to die and miss out on living, at least that is what Jesus warned us 
about all the time.  He knew that there were too many ways to die (materialism, 
anxiety, hatred, etc. etc.) even when we are alive. So he dared us again and again to 
really live.  He challenged us to animate our lives with love.  He encouraged us to 
give ourselves to serving one another.  He presented us with a reality where God 
was real and active.  He told us to pray constantly as if it really mattered.  He dared 
us to risk our lives completely for the Kingdom of God.  He begged us to be heroes 
of faith. He pushed us to reconcile with those around us. Jesus did this not to bur-
den us but to give us a way to truly live. ñI came that they may have life and have it 
abundantly.ò  That is what Jesus was all about. Living.   
 It was the power of life that Jesus invoked constantly.  He didnôt like zom-
bies either.  Whenever he spotted one he called them to life.  Quit shuffling, time to 
dance!  He literally reached into a tomb and pulled the death right out of Lazarus.  
There is no excuse for dying.  The cripple at Bethsaida had no excuse so he told 
him to get up and live. (And he did!)  Those who were completely dead with loneli-
ness and alienation he sang to life.  He even told the people he was dying with that 
even though they would die they would live...in paradise.  Eternal life is what he 
preached and he didnôt mean tomorrow or the next day or the sweet by and by.  
Here and now is eternal and that is the only place we can live.   
 It is what we are here for,  too.  First to live, and so inspire others to live 
with us.  The recipe is simpleðlove, hope, faithðas if God was right next to us, 
because God is.  Could they ever kill this Jesus?  The simple fact is that they didnôt 
so the answer is clear if you believe it...or should I say ñif we are alive!ò 
                                                                                   Happy Easter! 
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 Long ago in another lifetime, I loved to get friends together to play one of my 
favorite games, Risk.  If you havenôt played you should try it some time but be warned 

the game can bring out the very worst and most competitive part of even the most gentle 
souls.  As it says on the cover of the box it is ña game of world domination.ò  For some 

reason as one plays this game the little countries on the board gain great significance and 
only the most mature among us will not succumb to the temptation to believe that the 

outcome of this board game does not matter.  It is easy to get sucked in. 
 That is the fun and the danger.  It wouldnôt be much fun unless you got en-
gaged.  The problem is that Risk does appeal to some of our more base instincts.  The 

game is set up  so that you canôt really win without the help of others but at the same 
time there is only one winner.  So there has to be some subterfuge and betrayal.  My 

friend Todd, who I grew up with, was astounded when our mutual friend, Steve, double 
crossed him.  Toddôs response was, ñWell if thatôs the way it is then I quit!ò  It is easy to 

forget in the middle of the game that it is just a game.  This is of course typical behavior 
in many games these days.  People forget all too quickly that games and real life are two 

different things.  If you donôt believe me, go to a kids hockey game sometime and ob-
serveðnot the behavior of the kids, but the behavior of the parents.  This is a group that 
has really become confused about what is important and what is not.  But I digress. 

 Sitting around the Risk board the feelings can become very real very quickly.  
A person who always demurred when the game came out was finally convinced to play.  

She got caught up in it so much so that she got a little power hungry and over extended 
herself.  This is what you never do in Risk.  Whatever you do you cannot appear vulner-

able.  She thought she was in control but as soon as she seemed vulnerable everyone 
turned on her.  She vowed to never play again.  As far as I know she never has. 
 The best Risk player I know is Jane Suddendorf.  She is a very likable person 

who never seems like she wants to win the game but she usually does.  And the best part 
is that you donôt even dislike her when she wins yet again.  There is something very im-

pressive about a person who can single-mindedly obliterate her foes one by one without 
causing much enmity at all. 

 I canôt do that.  I like to celebrate my victories in a way that usually gets me in 
trouble.  You know the old ñI will get you if it is the last thing I do!ò  You donôt want to 

inspire that kind of energy in your opponents when you play Risk. My best moment 
came playing with a group of people when I was in seminary.  Jane was there but sur-
prisingly she didnôt win that night.  In fact, a mutual friend  had all but conquered the 

world.  He had the most armies and the rest of us were almost done for.  He was not a 
veteran so I told him that it was getting late and often times when a person got so far 

ahead they pick out someone and declare co-winners and the game is over.  This was a 
complete fabrication.  Jane called me on it but for some reason the winner went for it 

and declared me a co-winner.  I had avoided certain defeat.  Jane is clear, to this day, 
that it was just a scam.  To me it was a fine moment.  Possibility where there is none.  
Positive outcomes when all seems lost.  Seeing a way forward when you reach the end.  

It sounds like what I preach every week!  Good news in life but maybe not cricket on the 
Risk board.  Maybe I confused the game and reality too! Sorry Jane! 

 

WO R S H I P  
June 4 

Pentecost Sunday 

Acts 2:1-21, John 20:19-23 
ñSpiritò 

Ushers: Gene Croft and Paula Sims 
Coffee Hosts:  Ken and Chris Potter 

 
June 11 

Trinity Sunday 

Genesis 1:1 ï 2:4a/ Matt 28:16-20 
ñA Promise to Allò 

Ushers: Tom Davis and Jennifer 
Phelps 

Coffee Hosts: The Cernys 
 

June 18 
Genesis 18:1-15, 21:1-7/Matthew 

9:35-10:8 (9-23) 
ñWise Innocenceò 

Ushers: Joe Tucci and Ed Payne 
Church Picnic 

 
June 25 

Genesis 21:8-21/ Matt 10: 24-39 
ñDivisivenessò 

Ushers: John Codman and  
Karen Daugherty 
Coffee Host: Needed 

 
July 2 

Genesis 22:1-14/ Matt 10:40-42 
ñBlind Faithò 

Ushers: Gary Bartolacci and  
Lucy Milne 

Coffee Host: Needed     
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fholidayswishes.net%2Fsimple-happy-new-year-message-2015%2F&ei=IAykVMe0Doi1yQTo64KgAw&bvm=bv.82001339,d.aWw&psig=AFQjCNHr3jXhUUUKvRNq-1kyse
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiKtve814vUAhXJvBoKHdTUACsQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Frulesofplay.co.uk%2Fproducts%2Frisk%3Fvariant%3D918018789&psig=AFQjCNFWQ1wcExK31paggHz9wQAn6mBcxQ&ust=149582351
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiT0Yio2YvUAhXTzRoKHZzfCWQQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.toy-tma.com%2Flearning-toys%2Fboard-games%2Frisk-board-game-rule%2F&psig=AFQjCNFWQ1wcExK31paggHz9wQAn6mBcxQ&


P a g e  2  S c a r b o r o u g h     N e w s  

 

 
 

Scarborough Presbyterian Childrenôs Center 
May/June 2017 

 
 
It is hard to believe that the end of the school year is here.  The year 
has just flown by.  All our classrooms have been so busy with Spring 
units.  Each classroom watched as caterpillars transformed into 

butterflies, as chicks or ducklings hatched and a few of the classrooms also watched lady-
bugs transform. They have also been busy planting seeds and watching them grow.  All our 
classes before the end of the year will have enjoyed visits to Muscoot Farm and in the class-
rooms they have been busy learning about farm animals and farm life. They even enjoyed 
a Farmerôs Breakfast.  May was a very busy month.  

 
Graduation is just around the corner and will be held on Wednesday, June 7th at 9:00 

am for both Class 4A and Class 4B.  The 4 year olds have transformed into independent, 
caring and confident children who are ready to spread their wings and experience new 
challenges.  We wish all our graduating families the best of luck and success in their new 
school experiences.   

 
For returning families, we want to thank you for your continued support and we 

look forward to fun learning adventures next year. 
 
 Summer Camp will begin June 12th and there are still limited spaces available for 2 ï 
5 year olds.  Please call Beth Ronan, Summer Camp Director at 941-0025 for more infor-
mation.  
 
 The 22nd annual SPC and SPCC Scarborough Fair was held Saturday, May 13th 
from 10am to 12:30pm.  The children enjoyed the bouncy castle, face painting, tattoos, 
sand art, spin art, games of chance with prizes, popcorn, cotton candy and balloons! Un-
fortunately, due to the rain we did not have our BBQ this year. Scarborough Fair is our 
way of thanking our families for their support. We are so glad that the children were able 
to enjoy the indoor activities. Hopefully, the weather will cooperate next year! 
 
 I hope everyone has a safe, happy, healthy and fun summer!  A summer filled with 
laughter, joy of discovery and lots of family togetherness time.  Thank you for another 
great year. 
 
  

Sincerely,  
 Katya Montelbano 
 SPCC Director 
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Kids Win Kickball Game.  The 
Score?  Too Much to not Enough! 

 
There seemed to be no way that the kids could win this time!  Behind by so much it seemed 
impossible but there they were.  Ready to win again. Everybody kicked like they were Pele or 
Babe Ruth...Abby, Eliza, Matt, Beatrice, Shan, John, James, Benedict, Romy, Matthew, Ryan 
et al pounded the adults into submission.  Even though the adults got some much needed help 
from Kathy Davis they could not hold off the hunger youngsters.  The good news?  No one was 
hurt. Few hurt feelings and a lot of fun.  The adults had only one thing to say...rematch! 


