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Proverbs 1:20-33 

20Wisdom cries out in the street; in the squares she raises her voice. 21At the busiest corner she cries out; at the entrance of the city gates she speaks: 22"How long, O simple ones, will you love being simple? How long will scoffers delight in their scoffing and fools hate knowledge? 23Give heed to my reproof; I will pour out my thoughts to you; I will make my words known to you. 24Because I have called and you refused, have stretched out my hand and no one heeded, 25and because you have ignored all my counsel and would have none of my reproof, 26I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when panic strikes you, 27when panic strikes you like a storm, and your calamity comes like a whirlwind, when distress and anguish come upon you. 28Then they will call upon me, but I will not answer; they will seek me diligently, but will not find me. 29Because they hated knowledge and did not choose the fear of the LORD, 30would have none of my counsel, and despised all my reproof, 31therefore they shall eat the fruit of their way and be sated with their own devices. 32For waywardness kills the simple, and the complacency of fools destroys them; 33but those who listen to me will be secure and will live at ease, without dread of disaster." 

Mark 8:27-38 

27Jesus went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his disciples, "Who do people say that I am?" 28And they answered him, "John the Baptist; and others, Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets." 29He asked them, "But who do you say that I am?" Peter answered him, "You are the Messiah." 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone about him. 

31Then he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, "Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things." 

34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels." 

There was a transition in the Ives house that officially occurred this past week though we knew it was coming.  Abbie is now a middle schooler.  We have two officially.  The first day of school went fine.  I had thought that there might be a snafu or two because Abbie is one of those people who would rather everything always stay the same.  She does not cotton to change.  
When she first went to school back in kindergarten she was very concerned about it.  She was so concerned about it that she drew a wonderful set of cartoons about the “castle where no people lived.”  Asking her about the cartoons I established that the castle was her school.  In the cartoon, at school there was a scary dragon that she didn’t want to face but also at school was her brother.  In the cartoon her brother shows her the secret door to escape the dragon and get safely home.  The cartoon was the way Abbie worked out in her head that going to school was ok.  
This transition went even smoother.  Abbie just did it no problem.  Besides asking for a hug when I dropped her off it was all fine…so far.

I am sure many of you went through the same kind of event this past week as our children all went back to school.  It is amazing right…we all have this in common.  Sometimes when my kids don’t want to go to school they ask me why they have to.  I tell them quite simply that it is the law that they go to school.   Education is the law of the land.  It is one of those core values that all of us can agree on and always have.  We may not always agree on what should be taught but we can all agree that our children need an education.

Like many people,  growing up I didn’t like going to school necessarily.  And in fact I was not all that interested in my education until I was in college.  I was lucky enough, though, to get a few of those professors that really inspired me.  The truth is that I haven’t stopped going to school since.  By the end of this year I will have my New York State Psychoanalytic License and the amazing thing is that I am already thinking about what kind of school I am going to go to next.   I may become a real nerd now and try to get a PhD in Church History.

 I value education, we value education as I said it is something we all agree on.  We value Christian Education too and amazingly that value is shared across all denominational lines.  Liberal, conservative, fundamentalist…doesn’t matter we all value education.   There is not a church in America that does not offer education to its children and adults.  Again, we may not agree on what to teach but we do agree that it is important to teach.
Our church school started today.  I am excited that it is growing and that we all share the same enthusiasm for school.  There is much to learn.
The readings for today echo our shared value in education.  The first from Proverbs uses an idea that runs all through the Bible.  Wisdom is not only an event, or a transaction it is many times an entity in the Bible.  It is alive in some way.  I kind of like that idea.  Wisdom does seem to have a life of its own and is dynamic.  Wisdom has a creative quality to it.
The reading is unequivocal about the value of knowledge.  It even claims that with knowledge, learning, and wisdom we can achieve a kind of security and well being.  Listen to the Bible: 
“but those who listen to me (wisdom)  will be secure and will live at ease, without dread of disaster."   (Proverbs  1:33)
The Bible seems to agree.  There is great value in education and wisdom.  This understanding is an ancient one in Judaism.  It is understood that the spiritual leaders of the Jews will be learned men.  Education is a spiritual event and valued as such.

It is an amazingly universal value isn’t it?   There is no one who would deny the value of knowledge, education, and wisdom.  I think that is why Jesus in the second reading challenges his disciples to a test.  He wants to see what they have learned.  How wise had they become?
It is probably just another day of travelling with Jesus.  It is what they did together.  He was an itinerant preacher and so moved from town to town.  He told them quite plainly that if they followed him that this is the life that they would live….and they did.  So afternoons like this one I am sure were common.  They must have walked a lot and talked along the way.  On this particular afternoon Jesus decides it is time for a test.  A good way to spend the time.  I don’t know if he did this often but I can imagine he must have.  “Who do people say that I am?”   It is not much of a test yet because they simply report back what they have heard.  “Some say John the Baptist…maybe Elijah…or at least one of the prophets.”  It was of course just the warm up question.  Then he turned to them and asked quite directly, “Who do you say that I am?”
It is now a very difficult test because he has not told them.  There has not been detailed instruction as to who he is and what his mission is and how it will be accomplished.  Mostly what the disciples know seems to be that they were asked to follow Jesus and they have done that.  Like Abraham thousands of years earlier Jesus has asked them to follow to the land or place that God will show them.  And they have…much to their credit but now they are being asked why?  What is this all about?  Since they have not been told this is a faith question.
I believe that teaching faith is what Jesus was about.  Jesus understood the power and importance of faith and so his life was given to teaching it.  And it is not an easy thing to teach.  It is not a body of knowledge that can be mastered and then regurgitated.  It is something else and Jesus wants to see, I think, if his disciples have learned from his teaching.

I imagine a long and awkward silence.  Everyone thinking many things.  Perhaps, they are searching through all their good answers wondering which one will please the master.  I suppose that Jesus looked at them all…and then I can imagine him fixing his gaze on Peter.  Who do you say that I am?  And Peter steps forward with the answer,  “You are the Messiah.”  It seems to actually surprise Jesus.  In another Gospel Jesus absolutely gushes at Peter and says things like “upon this rock I will build my church.”  In Mark he tells them to tell no one as if he didn’t think Peter would come up with such an answer and it was something Jesus didn’t really quite intend to be out there yet.

I can imagine though Jesus being pleased because this was the kind of faith statement that he wanted from his disciples.  He wanted them to believe that their world included this God and that God could be so good and so close and so concerned about them as to send a Messiah.  It is a worthy thing to believe.  You can argue about its accuracy.  No one can prove anything about God but you cannot argue the value of such of faith.  To believe that God is so close and so caring and so involved in the world cannot hurt you  and it can open you to a very wonder-filled reality.  So yes, Peter had oriented his life in a way that was so very pleasing to Jesus because Jesus knows the abundance in faith.  I think it was exactly what Jesus was hoping for in his disciples.  Take a risk, step out, and just see what it might mean to you to be so close to God.
It is a wonderful moment and yet not quite what Jesus had hoped for I don’t think.  Faith is a surrender to God…or an openness to God.  Peter though does not quite understand that.  He thinks that faith brings something else…and this is a huge temptation….Peter thinks that faith brings control over God.

Jesus, I guess mistakenly assumes that his disciples and especially Peter have evolved to a point where they can start hearing some of the harder lessons of what he will teach and so he begins to tell them that they are going to Jerusalem and that some rather terrible things will happen there.  This is not what Peter had in mind when he proclaimed Jesus the messiah.  He wasn’t ready to have much faith in a suffering Christ.  He was quite sure that would not happen and tells Jesus so.

This too surprises Jesus, I think.  And he turns on Peter in an instant.  Peter has missed the teaching.  Openness to God is faith…not telling God what to do.  Telling God what to do is what humanity has done forever…Jesus wants something different.  Sometimes we don’t get it…sometimes what God would have for us does not make sense…sometimes it takes time to understand what God has put before us.  In all of it we are called to trust and remain open to the countless possibilities that God always offers.

Peter heard the difficult and terrible things that Jesus was talking about but he must not have heard the words about Jesus being raised again.  I am not sure he could have understood it but I am quite sure he could have believed it and on that the hope for all the days ahead would rest.  It would dawn on them at some point…I think at the darkest moment after Jesus had died and all seemed lost.  What dawned on them was that no matter what there was hope in Christ.  The fact that they came back together and started the church in spite of what happened means that eventually they had learned their lessons well.
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