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Isaiah 25:6-9 

6On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples a feast of rich food, a feast of well-matured wines, of rich food filled with marrow, of well-matured wines strained clear. 7And he will destroy on this mountain the shroud that is cast over all peoples, the sheet that is spread over all nations; 8he will swallow up death for ever. Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 9It will be said on that day, Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him, so that he might save us. This is the Lord for whom we have waited; let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 

John 20:1-18 

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, "They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him." 3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went towards the tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus' head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned to their homes. 

11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13They said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping?" She said to them, "They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him." 14When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15Jesus said to her, "Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?" Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, "Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away." 16Jesus said to her, "Mary!" She turned and said to him in Hebrew, "Rabbouni!" (which means Teacher). 17Jesus said to her, "Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, 'I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'" 18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, "I have seen the Lord"; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 

The resurrection is at once an unbelievable, profound and yet completely mundane event.  It is unbelievable for obvious reasons.  People do not get up from the dead.  It never happens.  We know that.  We might want it to be otherwise but the truth is that no one here has ever experienced such a thing or seen such a thing.  That doesn’t mean that we haven’t had some or many experiences with the darkness of death.  I know people who have had an experience of talking to or sensing the presence of someone who has died.  There is even that guy on TV John Edwards, I think is his name, who claims to be able to talk to people who are “on the other side.” That is something he seems to know all about.  We know about or have heard about such things.  Who hasn’t been told that this house or that place is haunted?    There are also many reports of near death experiences and they make for fascinating reading.  Some people claim to have travelled to heaven even talked to God.  However, in all of it there is nothing out there about resurrection.  No one ever says….”see that guy he got up from the dead.”  You don’t ever hear a story about someone dying and being dead for days and then coming back to life.  We don’t hear that story anywhere except here.  That is the weird part.  We hear the story here and you would think it would be astounding news.  It is such a contrast to out there.  Out there it is absolutely unheard of.  In here, though, the resurrection is the same old news that we have always heard forever.  Jesus got up from the dead and that is Easter and we do it every year.  In here the story is completely mundane without surprise and yet out there beyond the walls it is unheard of.  That there is such a contrast between out there and in here is a little odd but what is really surprising about it is that both responses seem to make the resurrection superfluous.  If it is too fantastic to believe we cannot take it to heart and if it is too common there is no reason to take it to heart.  Either response renders the event impotent.

It is then provocative, that the story from John is partly about these two responses to the resurrection.  According to John Mary is the first one to find the empty tomb.  When she finds that it is empty she, naturally, goes and tells the other disciples.  Upon the news Peter and another disciple run to the tomb.  At the tomb Peter goes in looks at linen that had been placed on Jesus when he was laid in the tomb.  He sees that they are all neatly folded.  The other disciple looks in and sees the same thing and believes, whatever that means.  Then comes the fantastic part of the story. Peter and the other disciple have seen the empty tomb and whatever other evidence there is and then leave and go home.  They don’t run off to tell the other disciples.  They don’t go shouting through the streets with hallelujahs.  Neither of them have much of a reaction at all.  What are they doing?
It does however reflect the two reactions I was just talking about.  Out there is the Peter response.  He sees the empty tomb and whatever is there and is hardly moved by it.  It seems like it is too fantastic to even consider so Peter doesn’t seem to consider it.  I know this is unlike Peter but there is nothing in the reading to indicate that he had any reaction at all.  I have to presume that this means that he didn’t know what to make of it and it certainly did not add up to resurrection for him.  So he kind of shrugs and goes home.

The other disciple’s reaction is mysterious too I would say.  He comes to the tomb.  He sees what Peter sees and it is reported by John that this disciple then believes but even though he believes he doesn’t react much either.  He believes and then he too returns home!  He has no more of a reaction than Peter.  He believes but so what?  It is like all of us who hear the story every year.   We accept it.  We believe but so what?  Our reaction to the resurrection is not much different than the reaction of those who don’t believe.  
Fortunately those are not are only choices, at least according to the story.  In the story there is a third response to resurrection and that comes from Mary.  And oh is it a different response.  I don’t think Mary cares one lick about resurrection.  She has absolutely no opinion whether it is possible or not.  This is not her issue.  She knows one thing and she knows it as thoroughly as anyone knows anything.  She knows she needs her Lord and it is essential to her that she finds him.
She goes out to the tomb early in the early morning before it was even light.  In other words she could not sleep.  So disturbed is she by the events of a few days earlier that she is still not sleeping.  What has happened is all completely wrong and perhaps in her mind and soul it felt as if God had completely abandoned her.  The whole parade of ungodly evil left her grieving and all alone.  She found herself at a point where she really needed her Lord for comfort for love for that touch that meant so much to her…. but he was nowhere to be found.   Perhaps, she had never felt so all alone.
So she goes out to find him.  I am sure she did not expect that he would be alive but what else could she do?  Maybe it would help her to just be close to the place he was laid.  Imagine her surprise….no her shock…. when Jesus wasn’t even where he was supposed to be in death.  This is no comfort to her at all and she goes to get the disciples.  As I told you they come and look but they do not have the same need…or at this point to not seem to.  They consider it and leave.  Mary can’t go back to sleep.  Nothing has changed for her.  She still needs her Lord and for that she weeps.  She weeps for herself, she weeps for the dark world, she weeps for the person she has lost, and she weeps for her future.  How will she ever survive this?  How will life ever be what it was?
Peter and the other disciple didn’t feel the need.  They may be of the opinion like so many of us that they didn’t need anything.  They might even think like so many today that they shouldn’t need anything.  And so for them resurrection is at best academic.  It didn’t really matter.  So they could just go home. Not Mary….Mary is filled with need, a desperate kind of need.  The kind of need that might even make us uncomfortable but I tell you when you are looking for God this kind of need is not a hindrance it is rather exactly where we will find our God.  Let us all be thankful for that.
Mary, because of her need does not give up. She looks back into the tomb and sees angels.  She then turns from the tomb and there is someone speaking to her.  She still needs to be close to Jesus and she blurts out something about not being able to find the body.  This being whom she thought might be the gardener speaks to her and then she sees.  It is the Christ as near as an embrace.  In that moment her life was changed forever.  It wasn’t changed because she understood something or assented to something that others didn’t or that she even believed.  Her life was changed because she got what she needed, the presence of God so close that she could touch it.
This is the resurrection.  It isn’t an event.  It is a relationship that we need so very much and it is found in what we think are the most unlikely places.  Our God lives in every dark cold tomb we can find ourselves in.  Our God is at the bottom of every problem, every struggle, every tragedy, every challenge.  There is no where we can go that the touch of resurrection will not follow.  Resurrection is a very special kind of relationship that our God has with us.  It is the relationship that comes when we need God most so that in every dark tomb there is not darkness or finally despair but rather angels and the very touch of God that thrills us with hope.  Resurrection is what we so desperately need now and always.  If we are wise we shall not run from that need or ignore it or act as if we don’t have it.  If we are wise we will follow our deepest need and most desperate wish and follow it directly to our God just like Mary and then we too can say with Mary.  “We have seen the Lord.”  In Christ Jesus.  Amen.
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