Scarborough Congregation Honored for Excellence 

Richmond, Va.-Jan. 17, 2007- Scarborough Presbyterian Church in Scarborough, N.Y., has been selected to receive a national award for excellence in Christian education. 

The church has received the W.T. “Tolly” Thompson Award for Excellence in Christian Education from Union Theological Seminary and Presbyterian School of Christian Education and an award of $500. This year two churches were chosen to receive this honor. A $500 award will also be given to The Presbyterian Church in Danville, Ky. 

Scarborough Presbyterian Church was recognized for the BibleLaureate certification program that teaches middle and high school students about the Bible through studying common Bible references, themes, and characters with examples of their use in classic literature and poems. Implemented as a part of preparation for confirmation, the study looks at the Bible as a resource for life and as a way to understand the way it is used in literature. 

The church was also recognized for its Sketchers program where the youth researched symbols in the decorative elements in the church and taught the congregation about their meaning. Younger children sketched the elements to create a booklet that serves as a guide to understanding the symbols found in the wood-carvings and stained glass windows in the sanctuary.  

Union-PSCE in Richmond, Va., offers nine-graduate degree programs to prepare men and women for leadership in the church. 
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